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RELIEF EFFORTS ARE STARTING UP FOR ANGOLAN REFUGEES 
IN SOUTHERN ZAIRE AND FOR MANY OF THOSE INVOLVED, IT IS 
A CASE OF HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF. VOA CORRESPONDENT 
JOHN ROBERTS HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT FROM KINSASHA. 
VOICE: 

NOBODY KNOWS FOR SURE JUST HOW MANY ANGOLANS THERE 
ARE IN THE REGION BUT IF PAST HISTORY IS ANY GUIDE THERE 
COULD BE AS MANY AS ONE HALF MILLION, THIS WAS THE 
ESTIMATED NUMBER THAT FLED ANGOLA IN THE PERIOD PRECEDING 
INDEPENDENCE, THEY CROSSED INTO SOUTHERN ZAIRE BECAUSE 
OF THE FIGHTING THEN UNDER WAY BETWEEN PORTUGESE TROOPS 
AND THE COUNTRY'S THREE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. 

THE BLACK INHABITANTS OF NORTHERN ANGOLA AND 
SOUTHERN ZAIRE ARE GENERALLY MEMBERS OF THE BAKONGO 
TRIBE. THE ZAIRE-ANGOLA BORDER IS AN ARTIFICIAL DIVIDING 
LINE LEFT OVER FROM THE PARTITION OF AFRICA DURING THE 
COLONIAL ERA. FOR MANY OF THE BAKONGO IN NORTHERN ANGOLA, 
MOVING NORTH TO SEEK SHELTER AND HELP FROM OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE TRIBE IS MORE A MATTER OF MOVING FROM ONE VILLAGE 
TO ANOTHER THAN OF CROSSII!G AN INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY LINE. 

WHEN REFUGEES MOVED NORTH BEFORE ANGOLAN INOEPENDENCE, 
THEY ESTABLISHED NUMEROUS VILLAGES AND FARMS IN SOUTHERN 
ZAIRE AND BLENDED INTO THE LOCAL SCENE. AFTER ANGOLAN 


INDEPENDENCE LAST NOVEMBER, MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS OF THE 
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REFUGEES LEFT THE VILLAGES STANDING EMPTY AND CROSSED 
BACK INTO ANGOLA TO RESUME THEIR LIVES THERE. WITH THE 
RECENT MILITARY SWEEP NORTH BY CUDSAN SOLDIERS FIGHTING 
FOR THE ANGOLAN POPULAR MOVEMENT, THESE ANGOLANS AGAIN 
TOOK FLIGHT AND ARE RETURNING TO THOSE SAME VILLAGES 
THEY OCCUPIED BEFORE. 

IT IS DIFFICULT TO ESTIMATE THE NUMBER OF ANGOLANS 
NOW IN ZAIRE, BECAUSE SOME HAVE BEEN IN THE COUNTRY FOR 
FIFTEEN YEARS -- MANY OF THEM IN KINSASHA ITSELF. A 
CONSIDERABLE NUMDER HAVE SETTLEN IN KINSASHA PERMANENTLY, 
GO TO SCHOOL, TAKE JORS AND PARTAKE FULLY OF ZAIRIAN LIFE. 
THE ANGOLANS HAVE BEEN WELCOME IN THE COUNTRY, NOT ONLY 
BECAUSE OF THE TRIBAL FACTOR, RUT ALSO BECAUSE UNTIL 
RECENTLY ZAIRE WAS RIDING A WAVE OF ECONOMIC PROSPERITY. 
NOW, ZAIRE'S ECONOMY IS IN TROUDLE BECAUSE OF DEPRESSED 
COPPER PRICES AND WITH INFLATION AND HIGH PRICES, 

ZAIRIANS SEE ANGOLANS TAKING JORS AND CONSUMING GOODS 
NEEDED BY ZAIRIAN CITIZENS. 

PRESIDENT MOBUTU SESE SEKO HAS POINTED OUT THAT ZAIRE 
1S NOt! SHELTERING MORE PEFUGEES THAN ANY OTHER COUNTRY HAS 
IN HISTORY EXCEPT INDIA DURING THE TINE OF THE INDO- 
PAKISTANI WAR. FOR ZAIRE THE FUTURE OF THE ANGOLANS IS 
CENTRAL TO ITS RELATIONS \JITH THE POPULAR MOVEMENT 
GOVERNMENT IN LUANDA. ZAIRE HAS PUT THE NUMBER OF 
ANGOLANS IN THE COUNTRY AT ONE MILLION AND THAT PROBABLY 
INCLUDES MANY OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN IN THE COUNTRY FOR 
SOME TIME, THE MPLA SAYS THE FIGURE IS HALF THAT LEVEL. 

IN THEIR RECENT AGREEMENT TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS, 


PRESIDENT MOBUTU AND MPLA PRESIDENT AUGUSTINHO NETO 
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AGREED THAT THE AI!‘GOLANS IN ZAIRE ARE TO BE REPATRIATED 
AND THEIR SECURITY GUARANTEED. PRESIDE!:T NETO SAID THEY 
AND MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF 
ANGOLA, WILL BE WELCOME IN THE COUNTRY IF THEY WANT TO 
LIVE IN PEACE. IF THE TWO SIDES ARE ABLE TO WORK OUT 
THE PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF THE REPATRIATION, THF FOURTH 
MASSIVE MIGRATION ACROSS THE ANGOLAH-7AIRE BORDER IN 
THE PAST TWO DECADES MAY BE THE LAST. 
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